Vol. 26 Issue 1

he cion

March 2016

Newsletter

Published by the Texas AgriLife Extension Service, Bexar County Master Gardener Volunteers & Our Partners David
Rodriguez, County Extension Agent – Bexar County Horticulture & Master Gardener Coordinator

President’s Message

Dear Master Gardeners,
I think I can declare the 2016 Rodeo a
success for the Master Gardeners! We sold
over $10,000 worth of plants. There are two
reasons for this success: (1) David’s
conscious and determined effort to obtain
the latest Texas Super Star plants for us to
sell, and (2) the monumental effort put in
by our volunteers. All of us need to thank
David and the Master Gardeners who
volunteered at the Rodeo Plant Sale.
Rodeo is over and “tear-down” is winding
up. We carefully deconstruct the displays
and palletize them for storage until next
year. Each year we save as much lumber,
screws and other assorted construction
material as we can to minimize next year’s
Rodeo costs.
Mark Hansen was the Rodeo interface for
us with the San Antonio Livestock
Exposition. This was Mark’s first year at
the Rodeo and he was very professional
and helpful in resolving every issue that
came up. We can thank Mark for obtaining
a reserved parking slot for our Rodeo Van
in Lot C – the first time ever for us – which
made moving our volunteers much easier
and timely. Thanks Mark!
Now, it is time to turn to the spring events.

Master Gardener Training Class 60 was
kicked off February 24th with thirty-one
participants. Each applicant for the class
went through an interview with seasoned
Master Gardeners – Lisa Nixon, Jan Craven,
Chris McKnight, Ruben Lozano and yours
truly – before being admitted to the class.
We had forty-eight applicants and thirtytwo were selected from a very competitive
group of applicants – the class roster is later
in the Scion. We look forward to working
with them.
Earth Day events, Festival of Flowers, and
Spring Bloom will be upon us before we
know it.
Speaker Bureau requests for
presentations on gardening, container
gardening and other topics are picking up
as people appreciate our unseasonal warm
weather. Each of these opportunities to
interact with our community requires
volunteers – so please check your calendars
and be prepared to help out whenever you
can.
I’d like to make a special request. If you
returned your Birdies For Charities form –
THANK YOU! If you have not returned
your form yet, please do. Birdies for
Charities is our only fundraising event.
The funds raised by donations from Master
Gardeners goes directly to support our
programs. We need your help - please
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reach down a bit and help us now…thank
you.
We have several special volunteer
opportunities I want to highlight…
The BCMG organization has a very
dedicated, but small, team which
communicates via our monthly Scion, the
weekly e-Blast, the BCMG Facebook Group
and our Website and Calendar. We need to
expand the team to add some depth, in
order to maintain continuity and quality.
Would you like to help MGs stay in the
know? Do you have some digital skills, or
an interest in learning? We especially need
another person to help with keeping the
website current. WordPress knowledge
would be great, but a willingness to learn
will work just as well! Please email Ann
Marie Pease or President Jack Downey for
more information, or to join the team.
Also, we have an opening for a Master
Gardener (perhaps with retail experience)
who would be interested in coordinating
the selection and purchase of our closet of
apparel
(shirts,
t-shirts,
etc.)
and
hats. Please contact President Jack Downey
for more information.
Check your e-Blast for even more
opportunities to be a more active part of a
great organization…Thanks for all you do!

Jack Downey
BCMG President

W ith Special T han ks To The
Guad al up e Mas ter G ar de ner s!
Our displays in the “Lil’ Buckaroo Tent”
at the San Antonio Rodeo could not
have been completed without the superb
and timely assistance of the following
Guadalupe Master Gardeners…

We truly thank them!
CONSTRUCTION CREW
John Lewicki
K.J. Kjolhede
J.R. Knight
Caro Suchan
Janie Herb
Dale Odvody
Dale Webb

THE COOKS
Betty Hughes
Carol Suchang
Janet Magee
Mary Miller
Pam Turner
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March Gardening Chores
Tom Harris, Ph. D., BCMG Class 13
“The Hill Country Gardener”
www.thehillcountrygardener.com

March is a major gardening month in our area.
The weather stabilizes and by the end of the
month it is warm enough to consider planting
warm season plants. The last average freeze date
occurs during mid-month.
Birds and Wildlife
and
 Black-chinned,
ruby-throated
rufous hummingbirds will show up
sometime during the month.
 Thistle or hulled sunflower seeds attract
the goldfinch flocks that linger until
May.
 Purple martins will be settling in this
month.
Color
 You can cut tulip foliage down as soon
as it is unattractive.
pansies,
snapdragons,
 Fall-planted
dianthus, stocks, alyssum and larkspur
are spectacular this month.
 If the weather is warm after the 15th,
consider moving the bougainvillea,
plumeria, and hibiscus onto the patio.
 Keep up the spray regimen with roses.
Be sure to fertilize the roses this month.
 Fertilize the cool-season flowers one
more time early this month.
 Plant
hibiscus,
bougainvillea,
mandevilla and allemanda vines in
containers for tropical landscape color.
 Fertilize established perennials this
month.
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Fruits and Nuts
 You can spray fungicides while the trees
are in bloom, but not insecticides.
 When peaches are the size of a dime,
thin them to one fruit every 6-8 inches of
stem.
 You can still plant the thornless Navajo
blackberry.
Ornamentals
 Be sure to fertilize with an orchid
fertilizer every time you water and place
them in a bright location.
 March is a good time to divide and
transplant mums, ajuga, liriope, daylily
and Shasta daisy.
Shade Trees and Shrubs
 Weed-and-Feed type fertilizers are
notorious for killing young shade trees.
 Paint all wounds on oak trees
immediately.
 If you see army worms or leaf rollers on
your oak trees, apply Bt, Spinosad, or
Malathion.
 Finish any pruning except for the early
bloomers such as climbing roses,
mountain laurel and ornamental fruits.
 Check mountain laurels for worms. Use
Bt or Spinosad to control them.
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Turf Grass
 It is still too early to fertilize the lawn.
 March is a good month for aeration and
adding a half-inch of compost as a soil
dressing.
 Mow your Asiatic jasmine at the
highest level on your mower to
encourage a new growth of leaves.
 You may start mowing grass this
month.
 Check out the automatic lawn sprinkler
system.
 Establish or renovate the lawn as
needed.

Vegetables
 Put the containerized tomatoes in the
ground towards the end of the month.
 March is a month to plant the
gardener's favorite vegetables.
 Protect tender transplants and seedlings
with Grow Web.
 Rather than planting a whole package
of veggie seeds, plant only the number
you want or can eat and save the rest in
the fridge.
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Photo Contributors: Jack Downey, Barbara Lutz & Kimber Briggs
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Plant Sale Volunteers…

MG Sandy Justice teaches
us about bulbs…

Thanks to those of you who have sent in your Birdies for Charity pledge or donation. It
will really help support our many programs. If you haven’t mailed in your donation yet,
please use the forms you received in the mail and send them in. You may win a great prize!
You can also make your donation online at http://www.valerotexasopen.com/birdies/.
Your contribution to Birdies for Charity can make a real difference in how well BCMG will
succeed in its efforts to continue to support the programs we provide to the San Antonio
community.
If you have questions or you want more information or need a pledge form, contact
Barbara Lutz at 699-0663 or bblutz@stic.net.
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Master Gardener of the Month
By: Ann Marie Caldwell, JMG 1

Jim Harris,

our Master
Gardener for
the month of
February,
was
the
Construction
Coordinator
for the Bexar
County
AgriLife
Extension displays at the 2016 San Antonio
Stock Show and Rodeo. Jim is new to this
job, having had the baton passed to him by
Ron Csehil, who served in that position for
a number of years. Although new to his
position, Jim was able to do the design and
construction of this year’s walkways, ramps
and display areas because of the help he
received from Ron, from Jack Downey,
President of the Bexar County Master
Gardeners, from Barbara Lutz, Past
President of the Bexar County Master
Gardeners, and from Ruby Zavala, Youth
Gardens Coordinator.
Jim’s education was the reason for his
success in the rodeo construction. He
graduated with a BS in Marine Engineer
from Texas A & M and then served in the
United States Merchant Marines as a
licensed Chief Engineer for some 27 years.
He holds the highest engineering
endorsements currently offered by the
United States Coast Guard on his officer’s
license, thus enabling him to supervise the
maintenance and repair of engines with
unlimited horse power.
These include
steam propulsion, motor propulsion, and

gas-turbine engines found on the larger
ships of the Merchant fleet
So, you might ask, how does a seagoing mariner transition into being a land
lubber, especially one who digs in that
very dirt that he was separated from
during his professional career?
The
answer to that question lies deep in Jim’s
past. As a child he was first introduced to
the lure of the soil by his grandfather, a
retired Air Force Major who worked as a
Flight Controller at the Fort Sam heliport.
This gentleman, whose professional career
kept him gazing at the sky, kept his feet
rooted in the soil by always having a
garden. It was in his grandfather’s garden
that Jim also developed a love of working
in the soil. However, for 27 years the lure
of the sea was to dim the lure of the soil,
but it could not kill Jim’s first love born in
his grandfather’s garden.
Jim remembers that during his first years at
sea, he would plant a garden at home, only
to return to find the plants wilted or dead,
so he finally gave up trying to recapture
the thrill of seeing live plants thrive under
his care. However, Jim’s goal to get back to
gardening did not completely fade away.
During his last vacation ashore, shortly
before his retirement from sailing, Jim sent
in his application to become part of the
Master Gardener Class 59. Jim credits Lou
Kellogg’s enthusiasm for gardening for
awakening fully his own childhood
enthusiasm for working with the soil to
produce plants. Even before Jim graduated
he was actively helping in the Children’s
Garden, where he was part of a group from
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Class 59 assigned to helping David
Rodriguez put up some new trellises for
growing blackberries. Jim happened to
make a few comments to David about
improving the trellises and, low and
behold, he was put in charge of the project!
Since his graduation last June, Jim has been
active in other projects besides his most
recent rodeo position. First, he took classes
to become a Compost Specialist. Then, he
used his new skills to help Sandy Holley
establish a compost bin for the gardens she
was putting in at Cambridge Elementary
School in Alamo Heights. He also helped
her to put the right kind of soil in the
newly constructed raised beds. Now he
and five other members of Class 59 are
helping Lou with the Master Gardener
Class 60.
His last project is on going and will
probably remain so for the rest of his active
life. Jim has dug up most of his own
backyard and is now, in his free time,
terracing it so that, as he once gained
solace in gazing upon the never-changing
seascapes that his Creator has provided, he
can now gaze out upon an ever-changing
landscape that he himself has created.
Jim’s life has come to fulfillment in finding
harmony and satisfaction in the work of his
hands and in the lure of the soil with its
ability to produce a bountiful harvest and
an array of colorful plants that dazzle the
eye and soothe the soul.
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Come meet some shady
characters*…
At the next Bexar County Master
Gardener General Meeting!

WHEN:

Thursday, March 24, 2016 – 6 – 8:30 PM
6 – 6:30 pm Social - 6:30 – 8 pm Meeting & Speaker Presentation by
Dr. Dotty Woodson

WHERE:

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office
3355 Cherry Ridge Drive, Suite 208
San Antonio, TX 78230

TOPIC:

* Which plants do well in shade? Dr. Woodson will give us

valuable information so that we can choose which plants will do
well in the more shady areas in our landscape, saving both money
and precious water!
Dr. Dotty Woodson is a Water Resource
Program Specialist for Texas AgriLife Research
& Extension Center – Dallas.
Dr. Woodson’s programs cover landscape water
conservation practice, rainwater harvesting, rain
gardens, irrigation efficiency, and drip
irrigation. She works with county Extension
Agents, water utilities and districts, elected
officials, nurserymen, landscapers, irrigation
and rainwater harvesting professionals, Master
Gardeners, Master Naturalists and homeowners.

ALSO: WHOPPER BEGONIAS WILL BE ON SALE AT THIS MEETING!!!
(A PERFECT SHADE PLANT!!)
13
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Master Gardener Specialist Corner
Barbara Rice, Class 57
Compost Specialist
Easy and Practical Compost Bin

If you're handy with tools, allow yourself about 3 hours to build it, after you have all the materials and tools
together. (If you're new to building things from scratch, it may take you half a day.)
All the materials are available from any good lumberyard. Cost for all new materials is about $50.
The picture below of the inside corner of the finished compost bin actually gives you everything you need to
know to build this bin. Every corner is identical.
Materials Needed:
 10 - 5/8” x 6” x 6’ cedar fence boards (caution: don’t buy the pine
ones that are stained and treated to look like cedar, and make sure your
boards are flat and square with no twist or warp)
 1 - 1-lb box of #8 x 1 5/8 in exterior/coated screws
 1 – 12.5’ cedar 2x4

Tools:







Power drill with nut-driver bit (to fit your screws)
Hand or power saw (chop saw if you have one)
Measuring tape
Pencil
Carpenters square (optional, but sure handy!)
A partner or clamps for holding (optional, but highly recommended)

Step-by-Step Instructions
1) Cut the cedar fence boards in half: 20 - 36” long pieces being as
precise as you can.
2) Cut 20 – 7 ½” long pieces from the 2x4.
3) Make a little “jig” (pictured on the right) that will make it easy to evenly
space the legs down 1” from the top of the board while attaching them.
Take a scrap of board and cut it to 6” x 2 ⅛”. Cut a 1” piece (as close to 1”
and as square as you can cut it ) off the end of a scrap of 2x4, and screw
it onto one end of the 6 x 2 ⅛ piece you just cut. The picture below shows
the jig on the right.

14

Picture 2: Leg/board unit and “jig”
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This jig doesn’t get attached to anything – it is just a spacer block so that you can easily screw the legs onto
the boards exactly 1” down from the top quickly and consistently without having to measure each one each
time.
4) You are now going to make 20 identical leg/board units as shown in picture 2. Use the little jig to position the
leg 1” down from the top of the board, and screw the leg on through the board. Use 3 screws, positioned as
shown in the picture.
5) Now you’re going to assemble the leg/board units into the five independent tiers that will make up your
homemade compost bin. It helps if you have a second pair of hands to help you hold things square and even
when you screw the corners together.
Use two (not three) screws on these sides, positioned so that they do not run into
the three screws already in place (see outside corner detail photo below).
After two sides are screwed together, the corner should look like this photo on the
left. The tier is being assembled upside down so it easier to make it flat.
If you don’t have a second pair of hands, you might lay them out on a flat patio and
press them up against a wall or roof post. You can also use clamps to hold the
wood upright and the corners tight.

Make the tier square: measure the distance to
the corners diagonally opposite each other and
compare to the distance between the other two
opposite corners. If the two measurements are not
the same it means the tier is not square and it won’t fit into other tiers. Adjust
the shape slightly and re-measure before securing. Each tier needs to be as
perfectly square as possible. Use clamps or a friend to hold the corners while
you measure.
At any rate, when you have 4 of these screwed together at the corners, you
have the first tier of the homemade compost bin completed. Make four more
exactly like it, and you have become the proud owner of your very own…
Homemade Compost Bin!
HINTS: Building the 2nd –5th tiers inside the first can compensate for irregularities. Just mark one corner as
pictured above so that you know at least one way they’ll fit together.
If you don’t want as much space between the tiers as pictured above, just cut your 2x4 legs 1” shorter.
Reference: www.vegetable-gardening-with-lorraine.com

Recipe for Homemade Compost
Compost improves soil texture, fertility, and ability to hold water and air. Here's how to make it.
INGREDIENTS. Include grass clippings, dead leaves, and vegetable kitchen waste. Don't add diseased plants,
plant parts that contain thorns, seeds, or meat, fat, or bones from the kitchen. Chop or shred everything to
speed decomposition. I run my lawn mower over fallen leaves.
ALTERNATE LAYERS OF BROWN AND GREEN MATTER. Put down a 3-inch layer of brown matter, such
as shredded dead leaves, which contain plenty of carbon. Cover it with an equal layer of green matter, like
grass clippings, which contain a lot of nitrogen. If you're short on green matter, sprinkle the brown matter with
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high-nitrogen fertilizer (such as lawn fertilizer). To speed up decomposition in a new pile, add a few shovelfuls
of old compost, which already contains bacteria and fungi.
KEEP THE PILE MOIST AND AERATED. Sprinkle the pile with water to keep it about as damp as a wrung-out
sponge. Using your re-stackable bin, “turn” your bin over periodically to aerate the pile. (HINT: the more often
you turn it over, the faster it will turn into compost.) When the compost is ready, its texture will be like that of
fine soil.
IDEALLY SITE YOUR COMPOST BIN IN A REASONABLY SUNNY SPOT ON BARE SOIL. The reason you
should put your bin on soil is that it makes it very easy for beneficial microbes and insects to gain access to the
rotting material. It also allows for better aeration and drainage, both important to successful composting.
ON PAVING AND DECKING. It is best not to put a compost bin directly onto pavement or a deck as the liquid
that sometimes seep out of the bin will stain it. If you must place your bin on these surfaces, remember to add
a thin layer of soil to get it started. This will help attract worms and other beneficial organisms.
ON GRAVEL. You can easily put your bin onto gravel, whether it be in a gravel garden or on a gravel driveway
or path. If you have laid a membrane beneath the gravel, you will need to cut a hole or slits in the membrane
so that the soil-dwelling organisms can get through.
SCREENING YOUR COMPOST BIN. If space is limited and you don't have an out of the way corner in which
to put your bin, you can screen it from view by using live plants, a trellis, bamboo or willow.
FUNGUS AND MOLD. Compost is decomposing organic matter, so some fungus and mold is to be expected.
However there are times when they can pose a risk to your health, as well as your pet’s. Some molds are more
likely to occur if you add things like bread and meat to your pile, which is one of the reasons we are advised
not to.
Is it safe to compost...
PET WASTE. Cat and dog waste can contain parasites that are harmful to humans. Don’t compost these, even
for use on non-edible plants. But droppings and bedding from small pets on plant-based diets, like gerbils,
hamsters, and rabbits, are considered fine to compost.
NEWSPAPER. Most newspapers now use soy-based inks that are acceptable for composting. Avoid the
glossy inserts, which get their bright colors from metal-based inks. If you’re concerned what type of ink is on
your newspaper, call the publisher. Newspaper is safe to compost, but it takes a long time to biodegrade

Cooked food. The main reason meats and oils are not recommend for composting is because they
are open invitations for rodents and other pests. The old Native American technique of burying fish
heads in the garden is a much better way to compost seafood. Cooking vegetables starts the
breakdown of their cells, which means they will start to rot, and to smell, quickly. The odor may offend
us, but it’s enticing to rodents and flies. If you really want to add them to the pile, try to make the odor
by covering the vegetables with plant matter.

Texas Master Gardener Specialists are a corps of Master Gardeners who support and expand the Bexar County
educational programs of the Texas AgriLife Extension Service.
Specialist training is designed to empower the Master Gardener with the knowledge and skills required to effectively
support designated programs or projects, to include administration of projects, training of Master Gardeners, clientele
presentations, and/or applied research and demonstrations.
Specialists have received a minimum of 16 hours of subject matter training: formal classroom training, field trips and
tours, mentoring by experts, and/or self-directed study. Following completion of the training requirement, each individual
has completed a minimum 20 hours of volunteer service in the designated program or project to obtain this title of Master
Gardener Specialist.
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At t e nt io n:
M a s t e r G a rd e n e r s L o o k i n g F o r A d v e n t u r e ! !

Join Rosie Lerner, Consumer Horticulturist and past Master Gardener
State Coordinator, and Horticulture Professor, Mike Dana, on a 13-day
garden history study tour of Northern England and Wales!

To learn more from the program
brochure,

Click Here
To go directly to the On-Line
Registration form,

To register by telephone, call (toll free)
888-EXT-INFO (398-4636), then ask to be
transferred to: Horticulture & Landscape
Architecture or call direct (toll charges
apply) 765-494-1296

Click Here
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AgriLife Advice
Arctic Frost satsuma mandarin hybrid named new
Texas Superstar
June 10, 2015
The most cold-hardy selection tested to date, experts say

The newest Texas Superstar, Arctic Frost, is the most cold-hardy satsuma hybrid tested so far, having
survived temperatures as low as 9 degrees, according to Dr. Brent Pemberton, Texas A&M AgriLife
Research horticulturist. (Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service photo by Dr. Larry Stein)

Writer: Robert Burns, 903-834-6191, rd-burns@tamu.edu
COLLEGE STATION – Satsuma Arctic Frost has been named a Texas Superstar plant by
Texas A&M AgriLife Research and Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service horticulturists.
Arctic Frost is the most cold-hardy satsuma hybrid tested so far, having survived
temperatures as low as 9 degrees at the Texas A&M Research and Extension Center test
site near Overton, said Dr. Brent Pemberton, AgriLife Research horticulturist and chair of
the Texas Superstar executive board, Overton.
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The board has named other cold-hardy satsuma mandarins as Superstars: Satsuma Miho
and Seto in 2010, and Orange Frost in 2014.
Most citrus are easily damaged by the cold, and can only be grown in tropical and
subtropical areas, said David Rodriguez, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service agent for
horticulture in Bexar County and member of the Texas Superstar selection board.
“Moreover, many of the cold-hardy varieties also have a poorer quality fruit,” Rodriguez
said. “However, mandarins and Changsha mandarin crosses have more cold hardiness
but better quality fruit.”
Because many satsuma mandarin varieties do well under Texas conditions, they were
promoted as a group in 1993, but Miho was the first individual plant selected, Rodriguez
said.
“Personally, I promote satsumas around Father’s Day as they make great gifts – you
know: a sweet, not sour, citrus for a sweet dad,” Rodriguez said.
They also make great Christmas gifts, he said.
All the satsuma crosses are the work of Dr. Ying Doon Moy, who was born in a small
village in south China but immigrated to the U.S. in 1978, said Rodriguez.
Moy found a position as a plant breeder with the San Antonio Botanical Garden in 1980,
where until he retired in 1999, and developed more than 150 new varieties of papaya,
ginger, esperanza, rose, hibiscus and citrus, Rodriguez said.
In 1997, Moy and Dr. Jerry Parsons, a now-retired AgriLife Extension horticulture
specialist, began collaborating to hybridize various satsuma mandarins with winter hardy
Changsha tangerines, a citrus variety long cultivated in China. Changsha is one of the
most cold-hardy citruses grown there. It produces edible but extremely seedy fruit.
“The goal was to produce a satsuma hybrid with enhanced cold hardiness, as well as a
high-quality fruit with a low seed count, and they succeeded,” Rodriguez said.
To make the hybrids, Moy removed the Changsha plants’ flower anthers, applied satsuma
pollen, then extracted and nurtured the sexually produced embryo from the Changsha
seed.
Seedlings that were viable were planted in containers and allowed to develop and mature
for five to seven years, he said.
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From the most successful cold-hardy crosses, Orange Frost and Arctic Frost were
selected and propagated, Rodriguez said.
In 2005, Parsons and Dr. Larry Stein, AgriLife Extension horticulturist at Uvalde, asexually
propagated all of the crosses by rooting cuttings from the original seedlings, Rodriguez
said. By 2007, they had plants growing in 10-gallon containers, and proceeded to make
trial plantings at Uvalde and Overton to test for cold hardiness in unprotected field
settings. Both varieties were made available to commercial growers about two years ago.
“Arctic Frost grows to become a relatively tall tree with white flowers that give off a heady
orange fragrance,” Rodriguez said. Come late fall or early winter, Arctic frost produces
fruit that is juicy, nearly seedless and easy to peel. It will grow 8 to 12 feet tall in the
ground or 6 feet tall as a patio container plant in about five to six years.
“When planting in the ground, protection from cold by wrapping with frost cloth for the first
year or two is recommended,” Pemberton said. “A site protected from the north wind will
also help with winter survival.”
“The fruit peel and flesh is brightly orange colored, retaining that characteristic from its
Changsha tangerine parentage,” Stein said. “The taste is sweet and tart, presenting a true
citrus flavor that is missing in varieties that are sweet but bland.”
Rodriguez noted that as opposed to other satsumas, which are grafted to another variety
rootstock, Arctic Frost is grown from its own rootstock.
“So if they get nipped back from a hard winter, they do not produce shoots from below the
graft,” Rodriguez said. “Folks that have concerns about the cold might do well to size up
the tree with a well-defined root system and strong top canopy for three years as a patio
plant before transplanting to the ground.”
Texas Superstar is a registered trademark owned by AgriLife Research, a state agency
that is part of the Texas A&M University System. More information about the Texas
Superstar program, including retail outlets where Superstar varieties may be purchased,
can be found at http://texassuperstar.com/.
Along with Pemberton, Stein and Rodriguez, other Texas Superstar board members
include Dr. Cynthia McKenney, Texas Tech University, Lubbock; Dr. Mike Arnold, AgriLife
Research, College Station; Dr. Dan Lineberger, AgriLife Research, College Station; and
Dr. Tim Davis, AgriLife Research, College Station.
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Announcements
Announcing the 2016
Certification Pin!

The Bexar County Master Gardener pin for
2016 is a red jalapeno pepper. It just so
happens that the jalapeno pepper is also the
2016 "Herb" of the year! Once you get your 30
volunteer hours and 6 CEU credits, you'll earn
the 2016 pin. Turn in those volunteer hours
you worked during rodeo and attend the next
monthly CEU meetings to be one of the first to
earn the 2016 jalapeno pepper pin!
Please see Susan Noonan at the monthly
meetings to pick up your 2015 Grandma's
Yellow Rose pin. A limited number of
replacement pins from previous years are
available for $3.00. The 2011 Blue Bonnet Pin
and the 2012 Convention Trowel Pin have
been retired and are no longer available. You
can
also
contact
Susan
at
susan.noonan@gmail.com for other delivery
options.

ATTENTION ALL BCMG!
Please visit the new Bexar County Master
Gardeners website to get DETAILS on all the
latest, hottest news and upcoming
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES! While at
the website, you can also check out the
Master Calendar for your future planning.

NEED TO REPORT YOUR HOURS?
Go To: www.bexarmg.org
Click on “Members”
Scroll down and click on “Report Your
Volunteer Hours”

Join our
Ma ste r Gar de ne r Group on
Facebook!
Click Here

Law n & Garden S how Podcast
Click Here

Congratulations to Lori
Bindseil, our new
Treasurer on our MG
Board of Directors!
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Congratulations to the following applicants who were
approved as interns for Master Gardener Class 60!

Blond, Brenda

Reis, Mark

Briley, Melinda

Reyes, Evelyn

Bullock, Earl

Sanchez, Daniel

Burell, Brenda

Schoenbrun, Laren

Butler, Betty

Sierra, Jennifer

Cuellar, Roman

Sierra, Linda

Dahl, Christiane

Stone, Miranda

Denyer, Michelle

Stubbs, Amy

Emery, Grace

Tayloe, Michael

Farmer, Robbie

Whisner, John

Gutierrez, Olivia

Zuniga, Joann

Harrington, Lainey
Ivy, James- Jack
Linick, Barbara
Lucke, S. H. II
Maldonado, John
Moreno, Alexis
Nevois, Elizabeth
Radomski, Kate
Rascoe, Anna
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Ongoing Volunteer Opportunities
Ø San Antonio Botanical Garden
Greenhouse, Terrarium Ecosystem Program: contact SABOT Volunteer Coordinator, Nadezhda Garza at
210-207-3261
Ø Children's Vegetable Garden Program
Contact Mary Fernandez at fernandez.m1978@gmail.com or Anne Marie Simmons at amsimmons@hotmail.com.
Ø San Antonio Food Bank Gardens
Saturday from 9am – 12pm. Click here for more information.
Ø Wounded Warrior Garden
Contact Joyce Dare at joyce_dare@satx.rr.com.
Ø Earth Kind Speakers Bureau
Contact Sandy Justice at sandy@sandyjustice.com to get on the speaker request notification list.
Ø Helping Hands
Help BCMG with mailings or other work at MG office. Contact: Holly Julian at khollyj@satx.rr.com
Ø Plant Hotline
Our Plant Hotline answers phone and email questions daily. Call 210-467-6575 or ask by email.
Ø Plant Trials
Contact David Rodriguez at dhrodriguez@ag.tamu.edu to be contacted when help is needed for a project.
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From Your Board of Directors…
The BCMG Board is here to serve the Master Gardeners of Bexar County and to assist Bexar
County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service in providing education opportunities to the
community in which we live. Please feel free to contact the Board – or a particular member –
with suggestions, ideas, comments, etc.

Minutes- BCMG Board of Directors Meeting February 11, 2016
Call to Order
 Meeting was called to order by Jack Downey February 11, 2016, 4:03 p.m.
 Board Members present: Jack Downey (President), Anne Marie Simmons
(Vice President), Theresa Ford (Treasurer)aime Daily (Member at Large).
 Absentee Board Members: Sherry Cantrell (Secretary), Inez Ornelas
(Membership), Ted Ritchie (Member at Large).
 Other Attendees: David Rodriguez (CEA), Ruby Zavala (Youth Program
Coordinator), Lou Kellogg (Director of Education), Anna Vogler (Water
Conservation Coordinator), Lori Bindseil (Nominee for Treasurer).
Approval of Minutes for January BOD Meeting
 January meeting minutes were distributed via email prior to the board
meeting. Motion to approve the minutes from Jaime; 2nd by Anne Marie;
approved by unanimous acclamation.
CEA Report – David Rodriguez
 Rodeo:
 Soft opening was today, February 11th, 2016.
 TNLA held the first rodeo contest for FFA and 4H youth on
Wednesday, February 10th. The contest involved assembling two
landscapes. David was very enthusiastic about the event and
believes it has potential to grow. The event is expected to generate
$24,000.00 in scholarship money.
 Rodeo buildout could not have been accomplished without the
assistance of the Guadalupe County Master Gardeners. There was
consensus that the Guadalupe MG need to be recognized – perhaps
with a banner at rodeo. Lou proposed making Dale Odvody an
honorary BCMG.
 Jack proposed forming a construction committee.
 Educational seminars:
 David is trying to generate excitement for the general meetings with
presale orders for plants. The February meeting will have Texas
Superstar satsuma oranges. Preorders total $1750.00. For the
March meeting David is considering begonias.
Page 1 of 5, February 11, 2016 Minutes
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 Children’s Vegetable Garden (CVG):
 Spring session starts Saturday, February 20th.
 David asked Anne Marie to remark on the spring. She noted that 11
plots remain open.
 Next Tuesday is a work party at the CVG to cut seed potatoes.
 Intern class 60:
 Jack and fellow committee members Lisa Nixon, Jan Craven, Chris
McKnight and Ruben Lozano will begin interviewing applicants
Friday, February 12th. The committee developed 7 questions which
will each be scored on a scale of 1-5. The applicants with the highest
totals will be selected. Of the 43 applicants they will fill 30-32 slots.
Youth Program Coordinator Report – Ruby Zavala
 Rodeo:
 Ruby remarked that the most difficult part of Rodeo is complete and
the tent looks great after the construction efforts.
 The radio show and “Adopt-a-Tree” will be held at rodeo this
weekend.
 Teachers Training: 62 Teachers attended the training in January. The class
evaluations from the participants were all positive. Ruby commended the
20 Master Gardener volunteers who assisted.
 Learn Grow Eat Go Project (LGEG) - two separate programs are underway
utilizing the LGEG curriculum:
 Better Living for Texas Learn Grow Eat Go Project (BLTLGEG) –
Rosemary Fuentes will be visiting each participating school starting
this week.
 Baptist Health Foundation Learn Grow Eat Go (BHFLGEG) – a grant
from Baptist is funding gardens and curriculum for three schools at
$2,500.00 each. The schools are DeZavala in SAISD, Wren in
Edgewood and a third school in South San Antonio school district.
 The grant from NSISD has expired but Ruby will continue visiting Cable
elementary.
 Hardberger Park: marketing has started for the children’s garden planned
at Hardberger Park. Carol White has completed the schedule for JMG
Page 1 of 5, February 11, 2016 Minutes
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classes. Andrew Waring has enlisted Eagle Scouts to assist in building the
garden plots.
 Ruby and Molly Keck will hold a camp over spring break.
Education Report – Lou Kellogg
 Intern class 60 begins February 24th, 2016.
 Rainharvesting class is scheduled for June 18th, 2016. The class will be 3
hours in length and accommodate 20-30 students. Lou wants to keep the
cost low. SAWS will reimburse BCMG for the class.
Membership Report – Inez Ornelas (not present)
 No report.
Treasurer’s Report – Theresa Ford
 A copy of the Financial Report was provided to Anne Marie to file with the
minutes.
 Currently the operating balance is 78K and the money market
balance is 211K. To date SAWS has been billed 32K and will be billed
an additional 4K in February.
 Expenses: Theresa remarked that $7500.00 has been spent for Rodeo
including $950.00 for insurance for Rodeo drivers.
 This will be Theresa’s last meeting.
Old Business
 Policy on Reinstatement: Jack requested discussion on the policy be tabled
until a future board meeting.
 State Submissions for Awards: Barbara sent a report prior to the meeting
via email.
New Business
 CEU Requirements: The committee formed to review volunteer hours and
CEU requirements determined that 50% of CEUs (3 hours) should be
earned at BCMG general meetings. Announcement of this requirement
generated emails from members who were unable to attend general
meetings. Those individuals were requesting exclusion from the meeting
requirement. Jack and David determined that these requests were coming
from JMG members rather than BCMG members. After some discussion it
Page 1 of 5, February 11, 2016 Minutes
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was decided that JMG would be excluded from the requirements for
BCMG. However, their volunteer efforts will continue to be encouraged.
Jack and David will clarify the membership status of JMG. For current
members of BCMG the meeting requirement will stand.
President’s Report – Jack Downey
 Rodeo support from volunteers has been thin. However the volunteers
who are participating are doing an outstanding job.
 Schulz House
 Jack met with landscape architect Doug Smith.
 There are plans to create a monarch garden in response to the
Mayoral Proclamation on Monarchs.
 Much pruning and cleanup will be required to determine the plant
material in existence.
 Master Gardener of the Month: Jim Harris was nominated as MG of the
month for his construction efforts at Rodeo. Theresa proposed an article in
the Scion regarding the Rodeo construction help from the Guadalupe
Master Gardeners.
 Treasurer:
 Jack acknowledged all of Theresa Ford’s great work as BCMG
Treasurer.
 Motion from Jack to nominate Lori Bindseil as BCMG Treasurer; 2nd
from Jaime; approved by unanimous acclamation.
Water Conservation Report – Anna Vogler
 SAWS contract is up for renewal. Anna and Jack attended a preliminary
meeting with SAWS to discuss the requirements of a new contract:
 Monthly allowance will be less.
 Total earnings have the potential to increase based on proposals.
SAWS suggested Schulz House was an ideal model for a proposal.
 Jack emphasized that SAWS will not reimburse any programs related
to children since another entity is providing those programs. SAWS is
interested in the BCMG focusing on homeowners – particularly on
the northside.
 SAWS will be issuing an RFQ (Request for Qualifications).
Page 1 of 5, February 11, 2016 Minutes
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Upcoming BOD Meeting
 The next BOD meeting will be held March 10th, 2016, 4:00 p.m.
Adjournment
 Meeting adjourned by Jack Downey February 11, 2016, 5:15 p.m.

Sherry Cantrell
Secretary

Page 1 of 5, February 11, 2016 Minutes
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In Cooperation with
Bexar County Commissioners
Court:
Nelson W. Wolff,
County Judge
Sergio “Chico”
Rodriguez,
Commissioner
Precinct 1
Paul Elizondo,
Commissioner
Precinct 2
Kevin A. Wolff,
Commissioner
Precinct 3
Tommy Calvert,
Commissioner
Precinct 4

BCMG Board of Directors
Meeting
Thurs., March 10, 4 pm – 6 pm
3355 Cherry Ridge Dr., San Antonio

Meetings are held monthly. Members
can request items to be added to the
agenda by emailing the President,
President@bexarmg.org at least 5 days
prior to the meeting date.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President
Jack Downey
President@bexarmg.org
Vice President
Anne Marie Simmons
vp@bexarmg.org
Treasurer
Lori Bindseil
Treasurer@bexarmg.org
Secretary
Sherry Cantrell
Secretary@bexarmg.org
Membership
Inez Ornelas
Membership@bexarmg.org
Members-at-Large
Jamie Dailey
Member1@bexarmg.org
Ted Ritchie
Member2@bexarmg.org
Immediate Past President
Barbara Lutz
PastPresident@bexarmg.org
To Send an E-mail to the entire
Board

board@bexarcountymastergardeners.org

All members are welcome to observe
the meetings, however in order to
accommodate seating, please email the
President that you will be attending.
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What is a Master Gardener?

Bexar County Master Gardeners are trained, certified volunteers who support the educational
horticulture programs and Texas A&M AgriLife Extension service in Bexar County. We work with
County Extension Agent-Horticulture David Rodriguez to help create and maintain gardens that
showcase plants for our area; help with trial gardens and field research; share planting, composting,
and irrigation methods; present information at garden and trade events; answer horticultural inquiries
over the telephone; organize and/or present educational programs to various groups; introduce
children to gardens through programs in schools and the Children’s Vegetable Garden; and increase
awareness of integrated pest management, water conservation, and other environmental stewardship
issues.
Master Gardener training sessions are held in spring. Classes are usually be held on Wednesdays from
12 pm to 4 pm. After acceptance into the program, intern students are required to submit to a
background check, attend the 13-week course, and complete 50 hours of volunteer service within a
year before they are certified as a Master Gardener. Lectures by experts in their field, hands-on
activities, and field trips make up the classroom experience. A large variety of volunteer activities
offered throughout the year provide ample opportunity to complete the service requirement. After
initial certification, Master Gardeners are required to complete 30 hours of service and 6 continuing
education hours each year to re-certify.
Learning and teaching others is the Bexar County Master Gardener mission. We are “hands-on”
gardeners who are interested in sharing all aspects of gardening with anyone who will listen.

BUDS & BARK

Earth-Kind® In The Park

2016 Texas Master Gardener Conference

May 17 – 19, 2016

Registration Information
For more information or to register, please visit:
http://www.ccmgatx.org/txmg2016

Registration Fees
Early Bird: Now through Dec. 31, 2015 -- $175
Regular Registration: January 1 – April 15, 2016 -- $200
Late Registration: April 16 – May 17, 2016 -- $225
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From The Editor…
“You cannot go through a single day without having an impact on the world around you. What you do makes a
difference and you have to decide what kind of difference you want to make.” – Jane Goodall

It’s hard to believe that it’s already March!
Did we actually have “winter” this year?
With the unseasonably warm temperatures,
thanks to “El Niño,” it seems like we just
about skipped over winter and jumped into
spring!
And, with spring just around the corner,
gardening becomes a priority once again…
Over the last several weeks, my volunteer
duties at the Botanical Garden have involved
getting ready for spring planting which
means a lot of bed “prep” and the
DREADED WEEDING (although, sometimes
it’s actually therapeutic to stare into a bed of
weeds and rip them out of the ground!).
With that in mind, and the upcoming
celebration of St. Patrick’s Day this month, I
thought I would share with you some
interesting information I learned about one
of the “weeds” (defined as “any plant that is
some place you don’t want it to be”) I have
to regularly and repeatedly remove from just
about every bed in the area I work in:
OXALIS!
Now there are some gardeners who welcome
blooming Oxalis, and there are in fact a few
areas in the Botanical Garden where it is
“allowed” to flourish (it even has a marker
designating its “territory”). However, Oxalis
is not satisfied with the adage: “Bloom where
you’re planted”! No, Oxalis is a “wanderer” –
a proud plant that wants to stake its territory
EVERYWHERE. And, it truly is everywhere.

According to several sources, Oxalis is the
largest genus in the wood-sorrel family
Oxalidaceae, which boasts 900 known
species, 800 of which are Oxalis spp. It can be
found just about everywhere in the world,
except in the Polar Regions. Many species
are known as “wood sorrels,” “yellow
sorrels,” or “pink sorrels”. Others are known
as “false shamrocks,” or “sourgrasses,” but
more commonly referred to as the familiar
Oxalis. According to the USDA Plants
Database website, in our state, there are 104
varieties listed under the genus Oxalis.
So, why is Oxalis so ubiquitous? Bulbs! As I
was to discover on my own, the reason these
plants are so prolific is because unless you
are successful in removing the attached
bulb, you will have more of them popping
up before you know it. However, the good
news is that they are edible and provide a
food source for small herbivores, and,
apparently, some humans.
The literal translation of the name Oxalis is
“sour,” and the sour tasting oxalic acid it
contains is also found in more familiar
vegetables such as spinach and broccoli. It is
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From the Editor…Cont.
rich in Vitamin C, and was used in
traditional cures to treat scurvy, fevers,
urinary infections, mouth sores, nausea and
sore throats (wildedible.com). So, I guess
rather than throwing it in the compost pile,
you could throw it on a salad!

Although Oxalis may be wearing my
patience thin with its prolific appearance at
every turn, I do have a bit ‘o the Irish in me,
so here’s a few fun facts about “wild
shamrocks,” or wood sorrels, I found on a
website devoted to symbols and their
meanings (livingartsoriginals.com):




32

Of course, the best-known association
is shamrocks and St. Patrick! The
three leaves found on the stem being
representative of the Holy Trinity:
Father, Son and the Holy Spirit. The
rare shamrocks found with four
leaves are considered “lucky”!
Leprechauns! Besides the impish little
leprechaun on the “Lucky Charms”
box advertising those marshmallow-y
wonders as “magically delicious,”
leprechauns are thought to be the
protectors of “pots of gold” at the end
of the rainbow. Try to chase one
down, and you may end up being





bewitched! Fortunately, the shamrock
is thought to have the power to undo
any trickery by leprechauns.
The Druids associated the vitality of
the shamrock to be a sign of
sacredness, and as a result it was
adopted as a symbol of Life itself.
The well known association between
shamrocks and the Irish also includes
attributing the shamrock with
mystical powers: Leaves of the
shamrock standing on end signal the
threat of an approaching storm, or
can heal the sting of a scorpion or the
bite of a snake.

So, with a little more knowledge under my
belt about my nemesis Oxalis, my animosity
towards it has lessened – at least a little. It’s
been said there are two things you can
depend on: death and taxes. I think I would
add a third: Oxalis.
Your Editor,
Kimber Briggs

