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President’s Message
Dear Fellow Master Gardeners,
At the April 20th monthly meeting, the members voted to revise our By-Laws to allow a third term for the Board of
Directors. At the May 18th monthly meeting, the proposed slate of officers was elected by unanimous acclamation.
The Board of Directors, taking office on July 1st, are: Jack Downey (President), Jesse Valdez (Vice President),
Lori Bindseil (Treasurer), Ann Marie Pease (Secretary), Marybeth Parsons (Member-at-Large), John
Maldonado (Member-at-Large) and Lisa Nixon (Director/Membership).
I am serving my third term as President and, in my spare time, have led the effort to re-purpose the Schultze House
garden into a Texas Superstar educational demonstration garden in keeping with the mission of Hemisfair as an
educational city park. Jesse Valdez has delivered many presentations as well as focusing on JMG activities to
include supervising two Summer Garden Camps through the SA Public Library system. He’d like to increase our
Speaker’s Bureau reach through the library system. Lori Bindseil is a returning board member who works closely
with Mike, the office manager. She handles our day-to-day financial matters and accounts for all our revenue
activities like plant sales. Ann Marie Pease is also a returning board member who produces our weekly Leaflet
(formerly known as the EBlast), led an effort to bring our credit card capability to fruition and monitors our website
for a variety of updates and content revisions. Marybeth Parsons is a returning board member who has worked as
a team member at the Schultze House and the Rosehart Landscape Consultation team. She will begin her second
Landscape Design School in College Station in September. John Maldonado gained ever-lasting fame for doing a
masterful job as “honcho” of our Rodeo construction in 2017. John has been active in practically every endeavor,
especially the Schultze House, we’ve undertaken since graduating from BCMG training in 2016. Lisa Nixon has
previously served on the board as Vice President and President for two years. She has also served on the
Interviewing Committee for the BCMG class and has been the lead administrator for the award-winning BCMG
Facebook page.
I mentioned at the May 18th monthly meeting a board initiative to revise our By-Laws to change our fiscal year
from July 1-June 30 to a calendar year fiscal year of January 1- December 31. Every important aspect of our
administration is done on a calendar year basis except our budget. The annual dues, TMGA Annual State Awards
and VMS volunteer hours and CEU’s are on a calendar year basis; only our annual budget is done on the July 1June 30 fiscal year. Changing the budget to a fiscal year will make administration of the budget much easier. We
will be asking for your support of this change at the July 20th monthly meeting.
SAVE THE DATE…September 16th will be our inaugural Fall Educational event. We’ll need lots of volunteers to
fill the various committees to make the event a reality!
Take Care,
Jack Downey
President, Bexar County Master Gardeners
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Brenda Burell, our Master Gardener for the month of July, describes
herself as a “farmer’s daughter.” She is more than a farmer’s daughter; she
is also a farmer’s granddaughter, great-granddaughter, and so on down
through generations of farmers. The details of this generational link to the
land are evident in Brenda’s full name: Brenda Haby Burell.

the

Month
By: Ann Marie Caldwell,
JMG 1

The Haby family was a part of the colonists that set out in 1842 with Henri Castro to establish a colony
along the Medina River, voyaging from Alsace and the adjoining Baden regions in France and Germany to the site
of present-day Castroville. Henri had received a grant of land along the Medina River, which he divided among the
founding families. Thus, the land belonging to the Haby’s has been passed down to succeeding generations since
1844, with Brenda’s immediate family coming into possession of their farmland in 1893. Brenda laments that she
will be among the last family members who will remember living on and farming their ancestral heritage. Her
parents will states that the land be divided among the 9 children. Since neither Brenda nor her seven brothers and
one sister have enough money to buy out the other heirs, the family members have decided that the only solution to
a very complicated dilemma is to sell the land that has been in the family for generations of farmers.
Brenda, herself, has remained close to her roots in the Castro Colonies of Medina County. She has many
fond memories of growing up on the family farm. As a child, she helped her mother and father with working in the
gardens, with tending livestock, with canning produce, and with sewing the clothes that they wore. The farm was
self-sufficient, with its residents producing or making all that was needed to survive and flourish.
When Brenda was nine, she became part of the local 4H group, a decision that was to profoundly affect her
childhood and adolescence. Each year, 4H members keep a record book of all of their yearly activities. Record
books may be submitted in competitions in one of over 30 categories. When Brenda was 17 years old, she entered
her record book in the clothing category and it won the local and county competitions. She then went on to win the
State Competition. Brenda remembers her excitement as she and the other State winners boarded the train in Dallas
heading for the 4H Congress in Chicago. There, they were part of a whirlwind of activities. One particular banquet
hosted by Coats & Clark is especially memorable because at that time Brenda was offered a job in New York
working for Coats & Clark. However, Brenda, even at the young age of 17, knew that her roots and her happiness
were in Medina County, to which her ancestors had migrated over a hundred years before.
Brenda returned home and enrolled in Our Lady of the Lake University, from which she graduated with a
degree in Food and Nutrition. From there she completed a 12-month traineeship at the Audie Murphy VA Hospital
in San Antonio and then worked for the next 35+ years as a certified dietitian in hospitals and nursing homes in the
San Antonio and Castroville area. Along the way, she married a man whose roots also grew deep in Medina
County. Brenda’s husband Gerry’s family owned Dan’s Meat Market in Castroville. Brenda laughingly says that
she married the butcher’s son. Together, Gerry and Brenda settled in Castroville in a house on a hill overlooking
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the Medina River. There they raised two daughters and Brenda carried on the traditions of her family, albeit, on a
much smaller scale.
Brenda’s front yard is a visual delight with its vegetable and flower gardens and the pattern of shade and
sunlight created by her fruit and red oak trees. Her backyard is a smooth, manicured lawn, dotted with pecan trees,
that slopes gently down to the river bottom below. Brenda confesses to loving to mow her lawn. Her reward for her
hard work is to sit on her deck, where she delights in the spectacular view of her yard and the surrounding fields
that encompass her. Besides the view, Brenda also loves to smell the scent of flowers and freshly harvested fields
and to hear the sounds of the birds and wildlife that abound in the area.
Besides gardening, Brenda has many diverse interests. She loves to cook using the produce from her own
garden. One of her sons-in-law has remarked that she goes to the store for ingredients not for groceries. Brenda
supplies the “groceries” from her own cache of produce, even down to eggs from her chickens. Another passion
that Brenda inherited from generations past is her love of quilting. She spends hours quilting on her grandmother’s
old wooden quilting frame, sometimes staying up as late at 3 or 4 in the morning. Brenda also loves to bowl and,
true to her competitive nature, she has placed in tournaments in local, state and national competitions.
Brenda also uses her time to help others. She co-chaired the first ever Relay-For Life for the American
Cancer Society, which has been on going in Medina County for the past 17 years. This endeavor was in response to
a personal tragedy: the loss of her mother in 1990 to pancreatic cancer. Her most recent accomplishment has been
to help the Medina Valley ISD secure a grant to start gardening classes at the local elementary school.
With her vast experience in 4H and her training as a dietitian, Brenda was a natural to help Ruby Zavala
with the Learn, Grow, Eat and Go program. After she graduated last year as part of Class 60, Brenda immediately
found her niche in this area. She works hand-in-hand with Ruby as she travels from school to school for the 10week program that has children engaged in planting and harvesting vegetables, which they then eat and use as
ingredients for healthy dishes that they prepare. For the “Go” part of the program, they then take home part of what
they have made, along with the recipe, for future healthy dishes that their whole family can enjoy. Brenda hopes to
develop in these children a passion for growing nutritious food for their own tables and a love of being one with
nature. Brenda’s own passion for using her ingenuity and the gifts of nature to supply her daily needs has brought
her fulfillment and happiness. It is small wonder then that her advice to others is to follow their passion. That is
what she has done and it has made all the difference in her life.

A Profound Thank You to Kimber Briggs who served as our Scion Editor for the last thirty
issues of The Scion. We will be missing your inspiring and educational articles often
accompanied by your remarkable photography. Here’s to you, Kimber!
Awaiting your return to writing as you continue to share of your love of gardening!
"The love of gardening is a seed that once sown never dies,
but grows to the enduring happiness that the love of gardening gives."
-Gertrude Jekyll (1843-1932)
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Hello Fellow Master Gardeners,
I hope you are all doing well and enjoying this brief break from the triple
digit temperatures as well as the glorious rain we received.
For those of you who attended last month’s general meeting, this article will
be a bit of a repeat, and I apologize for that, but I wanted to get this
information out to as many of you as possible.
SAWS has a new program called Watersaver Rewards that started the 1st of
June and goes through 31October. SAWS customers can receive points for
attending certain events in and around San Antonio, and once 7 points are
earned, SAWS will send you a $70 coupon good at participating businesses
towards plants, landscaping material, rain barrels, and more.
This is how to sign up for the rewards program:
Go to http://www.gardenstylesanantonio.com/coupons-and-rebates/
watersaver-rewards-program.html to sign up. You will receive the
Watersaver Rewards card in the mail. Then check out the eligible events
and programs on GardenStyleSA.com calendar, GardenStyleSA weekly
newsletter, & MySAWS Facebook . Show your card at these events to
receive credit. There are different activities and programs that are eligible
and “rewards eligible” will be next to the name of the event. Collect 7 points
before 31 October, 2017 and you will receive a $70 coupon in the mail. You
can also earn points with your irrigation system as follows:
•
•
•
•

SAWS Home irrigation checkup: 2 points
Retiring a functioning irrigation system: 5 points.
Retiring a non-functioning irrigation system: 3 points
Retiring part of a functioning irrigation system: 3 points

There are some really interesting and fun ‘rewards eligible’ events offered in
various parts of the city, so keep checking the event calendar. I hope that
you all take advantage of this opportunity and also that you try some
activities or programs you may not have tried before.
Conservationally Yours,
Anna Vogler

Water Conservation Coordinator
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From Your Board of Directors…
The BCMG Board is here to serve the Master Gardeners of Bexar County and to
assist Bexar County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service in providing education
opportunities to the community in which we live. Please feel free to contact the
Board – or a particular member – with suggestions, ideas, comments, etc.; email
contact information available on the BCMG website.
Minutes – BCMG Board of Directors (BOD) Meeting – June 15, 2017
(Board Reviewed by Email; Formal Approval @ July 20th BOD Meeting)
Call to Order
•
Meeting called to order by President Jack Downey, June 15, 2017, 3:30 pm.
•

Board Members Present: Jack Downey (President), Ruben Lozano (Vice President), Lori Bindseil (Treasurer), Ann Marie Pease
(Member at Large),

•

Board Members Absent: Sherry Cantrell (Secretary), Inez Ornelas (Membership Director), Marybeth Parsons (Member at Large)

•

Other Attendees: David Rodriguez (CEA), Lou Kellogg (Education Director), Barbara Lutz (Past President), Anna Vogler (Water
Conservation Coordinator), Ruby Zavala (Youth Gardens Coordinator), John Opiela (BCMG Member).

•

As Sherry was absent, Ann Marie was asked to record the minutes.

•

Michael (Mike) Mangiapane was introduced and welcomed as the new Bookkeeper/Office Manager.

Approval of Minutes for the May 2017 BOD Meeting
•
Motion to approve the May minutes was made by Ruben and seconded by Lori; approved by unanimous acclamation.
County Extension Agent (CEA) Report – David Rodriguez
•
Details for the Oct 17-19 Vegetable Specialist Training have been finalized and will be out for advertising. Attendance will be
limited to 32-35 students; a waiting list is already fairly long. The course will be held in the AgriLife classroom with a tour of the
Children’s Vegetable Garden on Thursday. Dr Parsons, Dr Stein and David will present the course.
•
All trials (watermelon, tomato, and SuperStar) are going well.
Youth Gardens Coordinator Report – Ruby Zavala
•
Basil Fest had a good turnout.
•
School Gardens are all closed down for the summer. Commissioner Sergio (Chico) Rodriguez visited H. W. Schulze Elementary
(Harlandale ISD) School and has offered to fund the garden there for a third year.
•
The camp contract with Northside ISD for 400 students is underway.
•
Other summer camps are coming up and Junior Master Gardener Adult Leader Training will be held 26-28 July.
Water Conservation Report – Anna Vogler
•
Fall Educational Seminar will be September 16, 2017, at First Church of the Nazarene, 10715 West Avenue, SA 78213. As
reported last month the application has been submitted to SAWS and the committee is working on plans for the new BCMG
event. The board and attendees discussed the importance of branding this event. Anna responded that her committee is
working on all aspects of this prototype event.
•
The new BCMG Spring Garden Show will probably be scheduled for early March and is in the early planning stages.
•
Following a meeting with FireCat Studio’s Technical Producer, Chris McDermott, the Speakers Bureau Presentation Library is
being established on the BCMG Google Drive for access by all members (and potential members) of the Speakers Bureau.
Lynn Cox, Presentation Librarian, is working to establish this digital library on the BCMG Google Drive.
•
Also, with the help of Chris McDermott, a project is underway to digitize handouts and upload them to a BCMG website page.
David asked whether the handouts included all the AgriLife source information and Anna assured him only properly identified
materials would be included.
Education Report – Lou Kellogg
•
Intern Class 61 graduates had an average final test score of 93 and three graduates met Master Gardener status upon
graduation.
•
Barbara Lutz added that a large number of Class 61 members had volunteered to help with Festival of Flowers and Folklife
Festival. She noted the members of Class 61 are a wonderful addition to BCMG.
No Membership Report – Inez Ornelas (not present)
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Treasurer’s Report – Lori Bindseil
•
Reports were not sent out prior to the Board meeting. Lori explained that she was waiting for receipts of approximately $5,000
and Fiscal Year (FY) 2016-17 will close out in the black. In executive session on June 13, the Board had decided to reserve
funds ($4K) which were awarded to two scholarship recipients in the current FY, but will actually be paid in FY 2017-18.
•
Credit Card Implementation Status: Square account (transaction fee is 2.75%) is up and running and readers have been
ordered for use at Point of Sale events (plant sales, etc.). Kate Radomski is putting together a short instruction sheet that will be
available for Square users. Based on recommendation of the website contractor, PayPal (2.2% transaction fee + $0.30 and no
monthly fee for non-profits) will be set up on the BCMG website for donations, online apparel sales, yearly dues, etc. According
to many industry reviews, PayPal offers a far safer service with greater anti-fraud protection for our users than other online
credit card services.
•
During the June 13th Board of Directors meeting (which included incoming board members), a budget plan for FY 17-18
(beginning July 1, 2017) was finalized. Owing to severe reductions associated with the SAWS reimbursement contract and with
the SALES partnership, it was important adjust income and expenses for the coming FY. David noted that it would be important
to begin work on the Rodeo earlier (in Nov/Dec) to be sure Rodeo expenses were minimized.
Income Adjustments
•
Change the Speaker Bureau Request Form to request a minimum $25 donation for a Master Gardener speaker.
•

Reduce the accounting service provided to the AgriLife staff. A forensic CPA made this suggestion.

•

Require a $5 per guest fee for attendance at the Annual Christmas Party.

•

Increase plant prices at Master Gardener plant sales by $1 or $2 per plant.

•
Add revenue from new Fall Master Gardener Education event and new Spring Garden Show.
Expense Adjustments
•
Eliminate the AgriLife Allowances provided to the County Extension Agent and the Entomology Agent.
•

Reduce the award amounts for Annual Scholarships to Horticulture Students.

•

Convert Annual Christmas Party to an afternoon pot luck “tea” with sweets and savories.

•

Eliminate the annual award to the Guadalupe Master Gardeners for their assistance in rodeo construction, as the
anticipated construction will be reduced considerably.

•

Reduce the cost of the annual accounting.

Lori made a motion to approve the FY 17-18 Budget and Ruben seconded by the motion; motion was passed by unanimous
acclamation.
Old Business
•
Jack reported that City Parks & Recreation will install the irrigation system this summer at the Schultze House. SAWS will be
billed for this project. The irrigation system will be operational for fall planting.
New Business
•
Jack received a request for BCMG to provide maintenance for a Wildscape garden at Government Canyon. Following
discussion, it was decided that this work was not a fit for the BCMG education mission. Jack will respond and suggest that
Master Naturalists might have an interest in this request.
•

Since dues, hours reporting, and award submissions all take place on a Calendar Year basis, Jack presented a recommendation
to change the fiscal year from July through June to the months of January through December. He explained that as a non-profit
organization this change would require a letter to the Texas Secretary of State, a temporary budget through December 2017,
and a change to the Bylaws. He suggested an election of new officers for CY 2018 could take place in December 2017. Ruben
made a motion to take all actions necessary to change the fiscal year to January through December and Lori seconded it; the
motion passed by unanimous acclamation.

•

Speaker of the Month for July is Rick Fink, President of The Alamo Area Beekeepers Association, and Owner of Bandera Bees
who will speak on the he Wonderful World of Bees.

•

Master Gardener of the Month for July is Brenda Burell.

President’s Report
The Slate of Nominees for 2017-2018 Board of Directors was elected by acclamation at the BCMG meeting held at 1pm today (June 15,
2017): President - Jack Downey, Vice President - Jesse Valdez, Treasurer - Lori Bindseil, Secretary - Ann Marie Pease, Membership
Director - Lisa Nixon, Member at Large - Marybeth Parsons, Member at Large - John Maldonado.
Upcoming BOD Meeting
•
Date for the next BOD meeting is Thursday, July 20, 2017 at 3:30 pm.
Adjournment
•
Meeting adjourned by Jack Downey at 4:27 pm, June 15, 2017.
__________________________
Ann Marie Pease

__________________________
Jack Downey
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2017-2018 Bexar County Master Gardener
Scholarship Recipients Named
Submitted by Jan Craven, Class 38, Scholarship Committee Chair
For the past nine years, our Bexar County Master Gardener organization has awarded at least two $2000 scholarships
annually to horticulture majors attending a Texas college or university. Again this year, on behalf of the Bexar County Master
Gardeners, your scholarship committee selected two scholarship recipients for the upcoming academic year. We were delighted
to receive applications from five students at several Texas schools including Texas Tech and Texas A&M.
An important component of our educational mission, the support and encouragement of worthy students who plan to
become a part of the horticulture landscape in Texas is one our most rewarding projects. This year's recipients have the talent
and commitment to become a vital part of Texas horticulture. Congratulations to Rohan Orlando Brown from Texas Tech and
Kaylee Ites, a student in the horticulture program at Texas A&M.

Rohan Brown, a rising senior at Texas Tech University studies agronomy,
horticulture, and turf grass management. He is a native of the West Indies
where he earned an associate science degree from the College of
Agriculture Science and where he taught High School Level agriculture
and science for several years. Rohan has a 3.75 GPA and has been on the
President’s and Dean’s list since transferring to Texas Tech. He is the
recipient of College and Departmental scholarships and a Native Plant
Society scholarship. He volunteers at Ronald McDonald House, Habitat
for Humanity, Hartwell Elementary Gardening Restoration and Butterflies
Alive. He is President of the Minorities in Agriculture Natural Resources
and Related Sciences organization and a member of the Honor Society of
Agriculture at Texas Tech. Since coming to Tech, Rohan has worked with
three professors on a variety of research projects, including a summer
internship at Lubbock Country Club. Upon graduation next May, he plans
to continue his education at the graduate level. One of his advisor’s letter
indicates that he was certain Rohan will then apply his knowledge to world
problems and solutions. And to quote from Rohan’s thank you letter: “I
plan to be an honor graduate of Texas Tech with a PhD in crop science or
horticulture. I want to conduct a research that will benefit the citizens of
Texas, United States, Jamaica and the world. Furthermore, I will continue
to teach young people how integral horticultural and ornamental plants are
and will be in the future. This scholarship from your noble organization
will assist me to continue my mission here at Tech and help me to alleviate
a significant amount of my financial burdens. I make a commitment to
justify your investment in me. Your financial generosity has
allowed me to be one step closer to my goal, and inspires me to
help others by giving back in whatever way I can. Thank you
again for your financial kindness.”
Kaylee Ites majors in Horticulture at Texas A&M University
with an emphasis on landscape design. She is a rising junior with
a 3.975 gpa. This spring Kaylee completed a Horticulture
Internship at Walt Disney World where some of her jobs included
maintaining the irrigation systems in the greenhouse, maintaining
the greenhouse show of over 150 hydroponic food crops,
propagating, transplanting, pruning and harvesting plants, and
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leading daily informative and interactive guest tours through the facility. Kaylee has also worked at Hill Country
Gardens in New Braunfels as a Greenhouse Nursery Technician. She is Greenhouse Manager of the Horticulture
Club at Texas A&M, and has participated in both the southern regional and national competitions with the A&M
Team at the American Society for Horticultural Science. She is a member of the Student Association for
Sustainable Agriculture. Kaylee participated in the Texas Nursery and Landscape Association Exposition in 2016,
installing student landscapes and creating container displays. At A&M she has participated in volunteer workdays
to design a rain garden on campus.
Kaylee’s goal is to inform and encourage others to partake in the beauty of the natural world and sustain the
growing world population with needed agricultural resources. Her department chair praises her commitment to the
green industry and places her at the top of her peer group. It appears that Kaylee is clearly on track to have an
impact on horticulture in the state of Texas.

Some shots of Kaylee at work during her internship at Disney World.

HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY !

MEMBER NOTES:
• The next Board of Directors Meeting will take place Thursday, July 20th from 3:30-5:50pm at 3355
Cherry Ridge, 78230. Members can request items be added to the agenda by emailing the President at
least 5 days prior to the meeting date. All members are welcome to observe the meetings; however, in
order to accommodate seating, please email the President that you will be attending.
• Our July meeting speaker will be Rick Fink, President of the Alamo Area Beekeepers Assn who will tell
us all about “The Wonderful World of Bees.” Social time begins at 6pm on Thursday, July 20 with
speaker at 6:30pm.
• Beginning in July, the Leaflet will be sent out on the second and fourth Wednesdays of each month.
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MASTER GARDENER GARDEN STARS
Awards for the Achievements of Our Fellow Master Gardeners
HURRAH for the following Bexar County Master Gardeners who as of June 25th have achieved their 2017 Master
Gardener certification. They have earned the 2017 cowboy boot pin by volunteering 30+ hours & completing 6 CEU
hours (3 required hrs from attending BCMG monthly meetings). Pins can be picked up at the monthly CEU meetings.
Email Susan Noonan for other delivery options.

Adkins, Lorene
Andujar, Rebecca
Armstrong, Donna
Baker, Gladys
Brown, Patricia
Campanella, Liz
Cantrell, Sherry
Cennamo, Mary Frances
Ciano, Shanna
Cobb, Jane
Conrad, Shirley

Daily, Jamie
Downey, Jack
Duffy, Mary
Emery, Grace
Foote, Karin
Franks, Marlyn
Gorhum, Cheryl
Grant, Wilson
Hawkins, Marlene
Keiser, Owen
Kellogg, Lou

Liu, Ling Yin
Lozano, Ruben
Luketic, Bettina
Lutz, Barbara
Marshal, Tera
McShane, Sherri
Miller, Kit
Nixon, Lisa
Opiela, John
Padilla, Robert
Parsons, Marybeth

Quandt, Mary
Ritchie, Ted
Rockne, Marcia
Rogers, Laura
Smith, Sonja
Stramer, Melody
Tayloe, Mike
Taylor-Fryer, Pamela
Tourtellot, Cyndi
Waring, Andrew
Wilson, Janice

Master Gardeners Out & About
At the June 24th Butterfly Garden Build (see Rob DeRocher’s log and photos of this event on our Website):
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Master Gardeners Out & About

(continued):

And, earlier in June at the Texas Folklife Festival:

!

Vicki Wright, Nick Riccili, Karin Foote, Mary Valdez

!

!

!
Sharon Kilmer, Mary Losleban and
Melinda Briley

!

Richard & Mary Valdez & Marlene Hawkins

Martina Mauldin, Ling Liu, Barbara Lutz
Marybeth Parsons and Kelly Hechler

Mary Kay Woods

!
Ellen Lockwood, Marlene Hawkins
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