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Neville’s Garden Spot  
by Nora Fellows, BCMG 

 
When planning our landscapes and gardens, we don’t always think 
about our pets, unless it is how to keep them from trampling our 
plants.  But cats and dogs love to be outside in the garden, too.  Cats, 
in particular, love to curl up and sleep the day away.  Why not create a 
special cat bed in the garden?  It’s easy to do!  Our family includes 
Neville, our cat. We designed a cat “bed” from a galvanized tub and 
surrounded it with aromatic herbs.   
 
Step 1 

 
  We used a galvanized tub with some drainage holes poked in the 
bottom.  But you could use any type of weatherproof container that 
would hold a few plants and a cat! 
 
Step 2 

 
Fill the container with potting soil and plant, in a half circle around the edge, some safe 

aromatic herbs.  We chose cat mint, lavender, and rosemary.  Mosquitoes bites were causing an 
allergic reaction in our cat so we purposely designed it with herbs in and around the bed that we 
hoped would help keep them away.   

Place a few rocks around the plants to protect them while they are small. 
 
Step 3 

 
Nestle the cat bed in your garden.  We placed ours under a plumbago where it would get some 

shade in the hot afternoon. 
We planted lemon grass around it to give it an added “layer” of mosquito protection.  Turns out 

our dog loves to smell the lemon grass too! 
Optional: Finally, we added an old piece of outdoor carpet to the cat bed just for a little added 

comfort. 
 
Important Note: 
Many common plants are toxic to cats and dogs.  The lemon grass we planted around the cat bed is 
considered toxic (stomach upset).  However, neither the cat or dog is interested in eating the plant 
(just smelling it) and have had no problems.  It is best to check on contraindications before planting 
especially if you have a dog or cat who likes to chew on everything. 
 In addition to using non-toxic plants, you will want to make sure your entire garden is pet-
friendly. This includes the use of appropriate mulches, fertilizers, pesticides and more. I have found 
the following resources helpful: 
 

 ASPCA Guide to Pet Safe Gardening - The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
recommendations for establishing a pet-safe garden (https://sugarriveranimalhospital.com/aspca-guide-to-pet-
safe-gardening/ 

 

 ASPCA - Pet Care/Poison ControlPlant Lists - The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty  to Animals 
website page on Pet Care and Poison Control  (https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-poison-control/toxic-and-
non-toxic-plants) 

 

 Petscaping: Creating a Pet-Friendly Garden by Pamela T. Hubbard, PennState Extension Service Master 
Gardener (https://extension.psu.edu/petscaping-creating-a-pet-friendly-garden) 
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